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How do you read a birth chart on astrology? 
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Marcos Vinicius Monteiro, Western Traditional Astrologer 
Answered 4h ago ■ Author has 1.5k answers and 870.6k answer views 


Well... 

Here’s how I do it, briefly. 

(Before starting, I check whether the data the client sent is sound. The process 
involves using Primary Directions and is known as rectification, but I won’t get into 
details). 

First, I note down where the seven key Arabian parts (Fortuna, Spirit, Despair, Love, 
Courage, Victory, and Captivity) and their antiscia are. 

Then, I note down fixed stars that are conjunct to planets or house cusps. 

I assess the planet’s essential and accidental strength, their most obvious receptions, 
and note down close (really. Less than five degrees for the fastest, less than three for 
the slowest) aspects. And I note down in which house they are, and whether they’re 
close to the cusp, and whether their antiscia is in anywhere important. 

I note down where the Nodes and their antiscia are. 

Now, the delineation begins. 

1.1 calculate the temperament, whether it is too imbalanced or not, whether 
there are obvious ways of dealing with the excess of the humor. I also check 
the Ascendant, its ruler, the Sun, the Moon, the sixth house and its ruler and 
try to determine the most obvious health problems. 

2.1 calculate the “mind” of the person. I investigate the Moon (phase, sign — 
element and mode— and anything immediately important) and Mercury 
(sign - element and mode — and anything immediately important) to 
determine the most immediate patterns of the mental process. I compare it 
with the temperament and check their connection to the Sun, the lord of the 
first, and the First house itself. 

3.1 calculate the “Modes”, the obvious pattern behavior. It involves the angles 
and the ruler of the Ascendant. 

4. Then, I investigate simple patterns (the mode/element of the signs the 
planets are in, the quadrants they are in, and whether there are planets that 
dominate the others by reception, or that are rejected by the others by 
reception, etc), and try to get more info from that. 

5.1 used to go through each of the houses, but I don’t do that anymore. I look at 
houses that appear to be obviously emphasized (by having planets on the 
cusp, etc), and the ones related to areas that the client wants me to 
investigate. 

Here the delineation ends. Now, “prediction” (judgment of events in the life 
begins). 

1.1 note down the areas and time periods the client wants me to investigate, 
and what happened/is happening in each of them. 

2.1 start by checking the Secondary Progressions for the periods. Then, I go to 
Solar Returns. I proceed to Lunar Returns and Derived Lunar Returns, but 
the details of the investigation are too complicated to explain here. 

This work, of course, does not translate into text (or talk) to the client. I try to keep the 
consultation/report free from astrospeak and technical details, and focus on what the 
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person wants to know. 

I hope I helped. 
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